THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD
Introduction
We all love a good story. Some of us prefer science fiction or simply a novel with a good plot and story line. Others of us look for historical books, factual or even theological themes. For some there must be substance, a moral or redemptive content, yet still others prefer entertaining, light reading.

With this eight week study, we are challenging you to read the "Greatest Story Ever Told." That title may sound rather presumptuous and bold in the light of all the literature available, and yet, when you realize who is the author of this story, it leaves little question as to its value and greatness. The Greatest Story Ever Told is His – story (history)….It's Gods' Story!

Contained in the pages of the book we know as the Bible, we are introduced to the grandest of all messages: How the Almighty, Intelligent Designer of the entire universe devised and developed a strategy to bring a rebellious, sinful, and alienated humanity back into a right relationship with Himself. This story is not about some distant deity or tame "Ground of All Being" securely lodged behind the stars of some distant heaven. It is His - story that tells how God has involved Himself with humanity in time/space history, to win back a world who have rejected Him, who continually try to manipulate Him, use Him and all too often want to trade Him in for "something better." It is a love story in which God pursues a rebellious humanity.

You might think that the Bible is actually the story of man's pursuit for God. True, there are some examples of that; but in reality, the Bible records the story of God's search for man. People seem bent on escaping from God. But in chapter after chapter, the Bible has all the thrill of a detective story, in which the detective relentlessly chases the criminal.  This pursuit dominates the interpretation that the Jewish people put on their historical past as recorded in the Old Testament. This search culminates in the New Testament.  Here the claim is made that God has so desired fellowship with the "Crown of His Creation," that He finally sends, not just some spokes persons like angels or prophets, but in Jesus Christ, He, God, comes Himself. This is the most astounding message that has ever been told.  It is the most stupendous claim that has ever been made. But it is God's Story! It is a story that tells how He not only sought His people in the past, but it is the same story by which he still seeks you today.

The challenge to you for the next eight weeks - if you accept it - will be to read through or listen to the entire New Testament. This story guide is not meant to be a commentary on the New Testament, but simply a guide; a thought provoker and perhaps, a discussion stimulator. Each study will focus on some particular section of the New Testament; it will examine a particular theme or subject mater and then present a variety of questions.

Enjoy your adventure in reading "The Greatest Story Ever Told." We would appreciate any feedback you might give (positive or negative) that could help us improve any 
future studies.

